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U.S. Application No.: 10/660,288 

Filed: September 11, 2003 

Title: Articulating Suturing Device and Method 

Abbott Ref: 6771.US.P4 

Enclosed herewith for the patent application identified above is the following: 

1. Transmittal Letter (1 page) 

2. PTO Form SB/08A (2 pages, in duplicate) 

3. Information Disclosure Statement (2 pages, in duplicate) 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



PATENTS 



Applicant: Zung, Michael 

Serial No.: 10/660,288 

Filed: September 1 1, 2003 

For: Articulating Suturing Device and Method 

Attorney Docket No.: 6771.US.P4 

Art Unit: Unassigned 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, V A 22313-1450 

Dear Sin 



Certificate o£ Facsimile TraasmiBBian 
under 37 CFR §1.8 (a) 2 

I hereby certify that this paper {along 
with any paper referred to as being 
attached or enclosed) is being 
transmitted via facsimile, said 
transmission to be con^leted before 
midnight Eastern time on the date shown 
below, addressed to the following 
recipient: 

Commissioner for Patents 
Recipient telefax number (703) 872-9306 
Date pt Fax Transmission: March 4, 2005 




TRANSMITTAL LETTER 



Enclosed herewith for the patent application identified above are the following: 

1 . Information Disclosure Statement (2 pages, in duplicate) 

2. Form PTO-1449 (2 pages, in duplicate) 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional Filing Fees required 
under 37 CFR §1,16, as well as any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR §1.17 
associated with this communication for which full payment had not been tendered, to Deposit 
Account No. 01-0025. 



23492 

ABBOTT LABORATORIES 
Telephone: (650) 474-3326 
Facsimile: (847)938-2623 



Respectfully submitted, 
Zung, et al. 




Registration No. 46,257 
Attorney for Applicants 
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RECEIVED 

CENTHAL FAX CENTER 

MAR 0 h 2005 

PATENTS 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: Zung, Michael 



Serial No.: 10/660.288 



Filed: September 1 1, 2003 

For. Articulating Suturing Device and Method 

Attorney Docket No.: 6771 .US.P4 

An Unit: Unassigned 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, V A 22313-1450 



I 



Certificate of Facsimile 
under 37 CFR S1.8(a)t 

I hereby certify that this paper (along 
with any paper referred to as being 
attached or enclosed) is being 
transmitted via facsimile, said 
transmission to be completed before 
midnight Eastern time on the date shown 
below, addressed to the following 
recipient : 

Commissioner for Patents 
Recipient telefax number (703) 872-9306 
Date of Fax^ransmission: March 4, 2005 




Kelly J^cCryslle 



Date 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir; 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ L56 and 1.97(b), Applicants bring to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO 1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits. Applicant 
respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents and evidence that 
consideration by making appropriate notations on the attached form. Copies of the listed 
documents are attached if necessary as specified under 37 C.F.R. §1.98. 

Applicants hereby authorize the Commissioner to charge or credit any over payments to 
Deposit Account No. 01-0025. The Commissioner also is authorized to charge our Deposit 
Account any additional fees (or credit any over payments) that may be required under 37 CRR. 
§§ 1.16 and 1.17 in association with this communication for which full payment has not been 
tendered. A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed. 



*23492* 
23492 

ABBOTT LABORATORIES 

Telephone: (650) 474-3326 
Facsimile: (847)938-2623 



Respectfully submitted, 
Zung, et al. 




Kelly J. McCrystle 
Registration No. 46,257 
Attorney for Applicants 
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P. 04/06 



PATENTS 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: Zung, Michael 

Serial No.: 10/660,288 

Filed: September 11, 2003 

For Articulating Suturing Device and Method 

Attorney Docket No.: 6771.US.P4 

Art Unit: Unassigned 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



1 



Certificate of Facsimile Transmiesion 
under 37 CFR 51. 8 (a): 

I hereby certify that this paper (along 
with any paper referred Co as being 
attached or enclosed) is being 
transmitted via facsimile, said 
transmission to be completed before 
midnight Eastern time on the date shown 
below, addressed to the following 
recipient: 

Commissioner for Patents 
Recipient telefax number (703) 872-9306 
Date of Fax^ransmission: March 4, 2005 




Kelly Ji^Crysil 



Date 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATRMPNT 



Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicants bring to the attention of the 
Exanuner the documents listed on the attached PTO 1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement ,s being filed before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits. Applicant 
respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents and evidence that 
considerauon by making appropriate notations on the attached form. Copies of the listed 
documents are attached if necessary as specified under 37 C.F.R. § 1 98 

Applicants hereby authorize the Commissioner to charge or credit any over payments to 
Deposit Account No. 01-0025. The Commissioner also is authorized to charge our Deposh 

may be required under 37 C.F.R. 
rlnH. H A i I''' association with this communication for which full payment has not been 
tendered. A duphcate of this sheet is enclosed. 



*23492* 
23492 

ABBOTT LABORATORIES 
Telephone: (650) 474-3326 
Facsimile: (847) 938-2623 



Respectfully submitted, 
Zung, et al. 




Kelly J. McCrystle 
Registration No. 46,257 
Attorney for Applicants 
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PTO/SB/OaA (08-03) 
Approved for use ihiough 07/31/2006. OM8 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent ond Trsttemark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute fbr form 1449^^*0 


Compiete if Known "X 




Application Number 


1 0/660,288 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

fC/se as many slieefs as noc9Ssaiy} 


Filing Date 


September 1 1 , 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Zung, Michael 


Art Unit 


unassigned 


Examiner Name 


unassigned 


^ Sheet 11 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


6771.US.P4 J 



U. 5. PATENT DOCUMErfTS 


Examiner 
Inifials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Lines. Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 

Finiirr*^ AnnpAr 


NUfnoeT'iuna cooe^ 




1 


^®"6 641 592 


1 1 -04-2003 


Sdur al 


all 
all 




2 




08-20-2002 


Kontos 


all 
all 




3 


us- 2004/0210251 


10-21-2004 


Kontos 


ail 




4 


2004/0225301 


11-11-2004 


Roop et al. 


all 
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US- 












us- 












us- 












US- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












US- 













FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cte 
No.* 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM.DD^YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicanl of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns. Lines. 
WJieie Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T« 


Countiy Cade*'Number*-Kind Code^(ir«tnown) 










































z 










































r^^^Iil^ ; ^«terence considerea. whethef or not citation is in con^ance with mpep 609. Draw Una through citation if not in cortcnnance and not 

nc^^-i!I?lf® copy 01 tnj5 form wlh next communication to appficant ' AppiicanTs unique dtatbn designaUon number (optionat}. »See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Dooiments at wyY.Mspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. Ente/ Office that issued the document, by the iwo^itef code (WlPO Standard STJJ) * For 

indwation of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. *Kind of document by 
Tran^bS^tSSS^ ^ ^""^ ^^"^"^ ^"^ ^^ * Appficant is to place V check mark hete if English languag? 

Jr^*!^"^.^!!;^^ Pi? ^ ^ information is required (o obtain or retain a benefil by the puWfc which is to file (and by the 

USPTO toprocess) an appficaton. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete 
including gathering, prepanng. and submitting the completed applieatbn fomi to the USPTO. Time wilt vary depending upon the fndMdual case Any comm»ite 
"^^r^V^^ 5g>ur^utre to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer U S PateS 
^ Trademark Office P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS sSiD ' 
TO: Commissioner fbr Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313.1450. 

If you need assistance in complBting the form, caS I^SOO-PTO-OIQQ (1-80O'7Se'9199) end select option Z 
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PTO/Sa08A {0^0^) 
Approved for use through 07/31^006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 144e/PT0 


CompletB if Known 


liui numoBr. 




Application Numt>er 


10/660,288 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sh9Qt& as /leeessa/yj 


Filing Date 


September 1 1 , 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Zung, Michael 


Art Unit 


unassigned 


Examiner Name 


unassigned 


■ Sheet 11 1 of 11 


Attorney Docket Number 


6771.US.P4 







U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Initials- 


Pita 

NoJ 


uocumeni iMumDer 


KUDBcation iJate 


Name of Patentee or 


Pages. Columns. Lines. Where 


Number-Kind Code'*""^ 


MM-DD-YYYY 


Applicant of Cited Document 


Relevant Passages or Relevanl 
Figuras Appear 




1 


"^6.641.592 


1 1 -04-2003 


Saur« et al. 


all 




2 


6,436 J 09 


08-20-2002 


Kontos 


all 




3 


2004/0210251 


10-21-2004 


Kontos 


all 




A 




11-11 _9ni\d. 


Hoop et ai. 


all 






us- 
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Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No/ 


FOREI6N 

Foreign Patent Document 

Counlrv Code' "NuiT*»er * "Kind Coda' {it known) 


PATENT DOCU 

Publication 
Date 
MM-OO-YYYY 


MENTS 

Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Documertt 


Pages, Columns. Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 

























































































Examiner 
Signature 



Date 
Considered 



M M TIJ conswJered. Pettier or not crtalion is in confomiance with MPEP to. 6ramr Une thraugii citation 1/ not n coniomianee and nol 

"^'^ communKiatjOn to applicant 'Appncanfs unique citation designation number (optionaO. *See Kinds Codes o! 
^^ni^^JlT^^ ^""^^ ^^'^ '^^""^ document, by the twc^letter oSeiwiPO Standard It 3)^F^ 

thp fnfr^^^l^K"^^^^ ^ .ndicadon of U>e year of the reSgn of the Emparor must precede the aerial number of the patent document. *Kind of document 
TranstetX^^S ^* °" document under WlPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if Englishfel^ge 

J!^^^^ infomiation is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benett by the pubfic which is to file (and by the 
?^ZZ. J:^^ ^ appticabon. Confidemiality is governed by 35 U S C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This coaection is eitimat^to take 2 ho^ to^ri^te 
^^^i!^f3?-' ^"^'^^ the completed appOcation form to the USPTO. Trnie wilT vary depending upon the individual case Any w^nSSte 

on the amount of ^e W r«|u're to complete this fom> and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, shoukt be sent to the Chief Infomi^n C^iceT uTp^Sm 
and Trademaik Office P O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313.1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO ThI aSS S 
TO: Commi8aionerforPatefrts,P.O.8ox1450,Alexandria.VA2231l.l4S0. r.K> «uurwi5>o. ^oiu 

tf you need assistance in comf3ietlng the awn. caff l-SOO-PTO-giQQ (I'SOO-JSB-giQO) and select option 2. 
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